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Currentness

(1) In a proceeding for violations under Title 97, Chapter 45, Section 97-5-33 or Section 97-19-85, the court, in addition to
the criminal penalties imposed under this chapter, shall assess against the defendant convicted of such violation double those
reasonable costs that are expended by the Office of Attorney General, the district attorney's office, the sheriff's office or police
department involved in the investigation of such case, including, but not limited to, the cost of investigators, software and
equipment utilized in the investigation, together with costs associated with process service, court reporters and expert witnesses.
The Attorney General or district attorney may institute and maintain proceedings in his name for enforcement of payment in
the circuit court of the county of residence of the defendant and, if the defendant is a nonresident, such proceedings shall be
in the Circuit Court of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi. The Attorney General or district attorney shall
distribute the property or interest assessed under this section as follows:

(a) Fifty percent (50%) shall be distributed to the unit of state or local government whose officers or employees conducted the
investigation into computer fraud, identity theft or child exploitation which resulted in the arrest or arrests and prosecution.
Amounts distributed to units of local government shall be used for training or enforcement purposes relating to detection,
investigation or prosecution of computer and financial crimes, including computer fraud or child exploitation.

(b) Where the prosecution was maintained by the district attorney, fifty percent (50%) shall be distributed to the county in
which the prosecution was instituted by the district attorney and appropriated to the district attorney for use in training or
enforcement purposes relating to detection, investigation or prosecution of computer and financial crimes, including computer
fraud or child exploitation. Where a prosecution was maintained by the Attorney General, fifty percent (50%) of the proceeds
shall be paid or distributed into the Attorney General's Cyber Crime Central or the Attorney General's special fund to be used
for consumer fraud education and investigative and enforcement operations of the Office of Consumer Protection. Where the
Attorney General and the district attorney have participated jointly in any part of the proceedings, twenty-five percent (25%)
of the property forfeited shall be paid to the county in which the prosecution occurred, and twenty-five percent (25%) shall
be paid to the Attorney General's Cyber Crime Central or the Attorney General's special fund to be used for the purposes
as stated in this paragraph.

(2) From and after July 1, 2016, the expenses of the Attorney General's Cyber Crime Central or Attorney General's special fund
program shall be defrayed by appropriation from the State General Fund and all user charges and fees authorized under this
section shall be deposited into the State General Fund as authorized by law and as determined by the State Fiscal Officer.

(3) From and after July 1, 2016, no state agency shall charge another state agency a fee, assessment, rent or other charge for
services or resources received by authority of this section.
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Credits
Added by Laws 2003, Ch. 562, § 11, eff. July 1, 2003. Amended by Laws 2004, Ch. 526, § 3, eff. July 1, 2004; Laws 2017, 1st
Ex. Sess., Ch. 7 (S.B. No. 2001), § 44, eff. from and after passage (approved June 23, 2017).

Miss. Code Ann. § 97-45-25, MS ST § 97-45-25

The Statutes and Constitution are current with laws from the 2021 Regular Session effective through July 1, 2021. Some statute
sections may be more current, see credits for details. The statutes are subject to changes provided by the Joint Legislative
Committee on Compilation, Revision and Publication of Legislation.
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